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ceremony, Lakshamma's blind son, who was
playing about the house, happened by chance to
get across the grand-father's way and touch him.
The whole ceremony was upset and the old man
had to go and bathe a second time and begin the
ceremony all over again. Lakshamina's husband
was very wroth at his son and caught hold of him
and gave him a good beating. He should have
beaten the boy too much, for the boy cried out in
agony. The blind mother went out to rescue
the child. The father moved away to avoid her
and prevent her getting at the child; and pulled
the boy all over the yard and gave him a hard
kick again and threw him into the house. This
was the first time he had exercised the rights of
a father. The beating was really excessive. It
had also terrified the little fellow. He cried as
if he would not stop. and went on until he could
cry no more. A fever came on and he died in
three days. Lakshamma's position in the house
became weak. About this time the mother-in-
law raised some dispute and made the son and
daughter-in-law separate from the joint household.
Some years passed and Lakshamma's
daughter grew up. She had to be married. If
they should say that she was completely blind,
people would hesitate to marry her, thinking that